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FRANCE. 

By  Consul  General  A.  31.  Thackara,  Paris. 

From  an  economic  standpoint  the  entire  year  1918  was  passed 
virtually  under  war  conditions;  for,  from  the  time  of  the  armistice 
in  November  until  the  close  of  December,  the  effects  of  the  efforts  of 
France  in  commercial  and  industrial  reconstitution,  in  the  measures 
to  be  taken  for  economic  defense,  and  in  the  general  readjustment  of 
economic  conditions  to  a  new  peace  basis,  had  not  been  felt.  The 
tremendous  disturbance  of  business,  finance,  and  industry  incident 
to  the  war  resulted  in  a  curtailment  of  the  export  and  import  trade 
of  the  country  still  greater  than  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

Statistics  of  Commerce. 

The  foreign  trade  of  France  during  1918,  exclusive  of  gold 
and  silver  coin,  bullion,  and  baser  coinage,  according  to  the  official 
provisional  figures,  was  valued  at  $24,058,083,000  francs  ($4,643,210,- 
019  at  normal  exchange),  as  compared  with  33,506,753,000  francs 
($0,478,383,329)  for  1917,  a  decrease  of  9,508,670,000  francs  ($1,835,- 
173,310),  or  28  per  cent.  The  value  of  imports  amounted  to  19,914,- 
780,000  francs  ($3,843,552,540),  as  against  27,554,055,000  francs 
($5,317,932,615)  in  1917,  a  decrease  of  27  per  cent;  and  the  value  of 
exports  fell  to  4,143,303,000  francs  ($799,657,479).  as  compared  with 
6,012,698,000  francs  ($1,160,450,714)  in  1917,  a  decrease  of  31  per 
cent. 

The  value  of  the  imports  of  cold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion 
and  of  the  baser  coins  in  1918  was  70.018,000  francs  (£13,513,474), 
as  compared  with  204,373,000  francs  '($39,443,989)  in  1917,  a  de- 
crease of  134.355,000  francs  ($25,930,515)  ;  and  the  values  of  the 
exports  during  1918  and  1917  were  21,098,000  francs  ($4,071,914) 
and  59,840,000  francs  ($11,549,120),  respectively,  a  decrease  of 
38,742,000  francs  ($7,477,206)  in  1918.  Gold  coin  and  bullion  alone 
were  imported  to  the  value  of  75,195,008  francs  ($14,512,635)  in 
1917,  and  13,386,000  francs  ($2,583,498)  in  1918.  The  value  of  the 
exports  during  1918  was  22,000  francs  ($4,246),  as  compared  with 
115,000  francs  ($22,195)  in  the  preceding  year.  The  value  of  the 
imports  of  silver  coin  and  bullion  in  1918  was  56,608,000  francs 
(S10,925,344),  as  against  129,157.000  francs  ($24,927,301)  in  1917; 
and  the  values  of  the  exports  were  20,684,000  francs  ($3,992,012) 
and  :»9.:,10.000  francs   ($11,491,220)  in  1918  and  1917,  respectively. 
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Analysis  of  Trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  values  of  the  imports  and  exports 
for  the  years  1917  and  1918,  by  principal  groups,  exclusive  of  specie 
and  bullion: 


Principal  groups. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1917 

1918 

1917 

1918 

$1,348,177,375 
2,292,154,657 
1,677,600,583 

$968,664,684 
1,694,151,105 
1,180,736,751 

S96, 235, 397 

211,374,951 

787, 902, 621 

64,937,745 

$64,651,912 

178,654,310 

492,463,046 

63,888,211 

Total 

5,317,932,615 

3,843,552,540 

1,160,450,714 

799,657,479 

During  1918  there  was  a  decrease  of  $1,474,380,075  in  the  value  of 
imports  and  of  $360,793,235  in  the  value  of  exports,  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year.  The  balance  of  trade  against  France  in 
1918  was  $3,043,895,061,  as  compared  with  the  unfavorable  balance 
of  $4,157,481,901  in  1917,  a  decrease  of  nearly  27  per  cent. 

The  imports  during  1918  show  a  decline  of  $379,512,691  in  food 
products,  and  $598,003,552  in  materials  for  the  industries.  In  manu- 
factured articles  there  was  also  a  decided  decrease  in  imports  as  com- 
pared with  1917,  amounting  to  $196,863,832. 

In  the  food  purchases  in  1918,  cereals  and  flour  lead  with  imports 
valued  at  $374,415,947,  showing  a  decrease  of  $83,259,042  from  the 
preceding  year,  when  the  imports  amounted  to  $457,674,989.  Next 
comes  fresh  or  refrigerated  meat  with  imports  of  $100,714,155,  as 
compared  with  $92,170,817  in  1917 ;  whereas  during  the  normal  year 
of  1913  the  imports  amounted  to  only  $1,036,796.  The  wine  imports 
in  1918  were  valued  at  $81,129,287,  as  against  $143,020,720  in  1917, 
or  a  decrease  of  $61,891,433.  Of  the  wine  receipts  in  1918,  Algeria 
sent  shipments  to  the  value  of  $30,096,806,  as  compared  with  $65,- 
896,183  during  1917. 

The  imports  of  coffee  during  the  report  year  amounted  to 
$70,163,606,  as  compared  with  $84,667,749  in  1917.  The  imports  of 
sugar  were  valued  at  $31,390,485,  against  $93,847,022  in  1917;  and 
the  shipments  of  cocoa  in  1918  were  worth  $21,333,641,  as  compared 
with  $24,523,159  during  the  previous  year.  Rice  was  imported  to  the 
value  of  $55,697,300,  as  compared  with  $78,282,344  in  1917. 

The  value  of  the  imported  raw  or  half-finished  materials  for  the 
industries  was  $1,694,151,105  in  1918  and  $2,292,154,657  in  1917.  The 
principal  items  in  1918  were  iron  and  steel,  $291,112,901 ;  coal,  coke, 
and  briquets,  $420,606,444;  raw  cotton  and  linters,  $138,102,115;  raw 
wool,  $62,737,738;  silk,  $102,867,649;  oleaginous  seeds  and  fruits, 
$51,924,913 ;  petroleum,  crude  and  refined,  $94,117,415. 

The  values  of  the  principal  manufactured  articles  imported  in  1918 
were  as  follows :  Iron  and  steel  machinery,  $131,281,109,  as  compared 
with  $187,936,645  in  1917;  wool  tissues,  $96,468,155,  as  compared 
with  $117,616,516  in  1917;  cotton  tissues,  $94,848,692.  as  compared 
with  $62,594,725  in ^1917;  tools  and  metal  work,  $130,200,695,  against 
$207,316,740  in  1917;  and  chemical  products  (exclusive  of  synthetic 
colors),  $114,159,886,  as  compared  with  $153,283,495  in  1917.  About 
three-fifths  of  the  total  exports  in  1918  consisted  of  manufactured 
products,  the  value  of  these  items  amounting  to  $492,463,046. 
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Imports  and  Exports  by  Countries. 

The  statistics  of  French  trade,  exclusive  of  specie  and  bullion, 
during  1917  and  1918,  are  shown  in  the  following  table  by  principal 
countries,  francs  having  been  converted  into  dollars  at  the  normal 
rate  of  exchange : 


Countries. 


Imports. 


1917 


1918 


Exports. 


1917 


United  States 

United  Kingdom . 

Spain 

Argentina 

Italy. 


Algeria 

Brazil 

Switzerland . 

Morocco 

Russia 

Belgium 
All  other 


$1,885 

i,3i3: 

260: 

201 ; 

157, 
131, 

98. 

98, 
46, 
29, 

1,094, 


810, 913 
877, 415 
192, 757 
951,340 
348,075 
728,676 
193,382 
166,941 
057,327 
607,937 
945, 893 
051, 959 


$1,297, 
1,096, 
109, 
199, 
138, 
95, 
80, 
72, 
25, 
10, 

717, 


501,172 
086,758 
546,028 
073, 710 
535, 786 
905, 560 
791, 151 
362, 262 
180, 903 
219,543 
881,431 
468, 236 


$131, 

196, 

39, 

27, 

187, 

101, 

16, 

94, 

21, 

80, 

13, 

250, 


612, 490 

166,358 
939,  806 
062,267 
431,371 
070, 433 
232, 651 
509, 784 
783, 331 
859,087 
227,  S34 
555, 302 


$71,701,237 

187,441,407 
31,464,211 
18,378,618 

154,928,241 
88,222,809 
14,871,422 
64,343,881 
17,007,160 
69, 094 
5,676,709 

145, 552, 687 


Total !     5, 317, 932, 615 


3,813,552,510 


1,100,450,714 


799,657,479 


Decrease  in  Trade  with  All  Countries. 

Of  the  total  imports  into  France  in  1918  0,72:2,804,000  francs 
($1,297,501,172),  or  3)3  per  cent,  came  from  the  United  States.  This 
was  1,043,598,000  francs  ($201,414,414)  more  than  was  imported  from 
Great  Britain,  the  two  countries  having  furnished  in  the  report  year 
about  two-thirds  of  the  total  receipts. 

The  imports  from  each  of  the  countries  mentioned  in  the  table 
were  smaller  in  1918  than  in  1917,  the  United  States  showing  a  loss 
of  $588,309,741,  as  compared  with  a  decrease  of  $217,790,657  for 
Great  Britain  and  $150,646,729  for  Spain.  The  imports  from  all 
countries  in  1918  show  a  total  decrease  of  $1,474,380,075  as  compared 
with  1917.  The  total  exports  of  France  during  the  same  period  de- 
creased by  $360,793,235.  Without  an  exception  there  were  decreased 
exports  from  France  to  all  countries.  The  largest  decreases  in  ex- 
ports as  compared  with  1917  were  those  to  Russia.  United  States, 
Italy,  and  Switzerland. 

Detailed  Statistics  of  Imports  and  Exports. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  weights  and  values  in  francs 
(1  franc=$0.193,  normal  exchange)  of  the  principal  imports  and 
exports  of  France  during  the  years  1917  and  1918.  The  weights 
are  in  metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds  each. 


Articles. 


IMPORTS 

Automobiles: 

Passenger 

Common  ial,  etc 

Foodstull'-: 

Barley 

Corn 

Oats 

Rye 

Wheat 

Wheat  flour 

Building  and  oilier  materials. 
Cellulose 


Metric  tons 


778 
37,  121 

197,261 
154,871 
021, 518 
10 
,  727,  055 
474,678 
157,386 
160,309 


Francs. 


109, 
92, 
350, 

.  4.30, 

463, 

11, 

145, 


,021,000 

452, 000 

607,  (W0 
4,000 
807, 000 
072,  000 
696, 000 
294,000 


Metric  tons.      Francs. 


19, 

232, 
13s. 
483, 

22, 

1,174, 

582, 

85, 
253, 


760, 000 
022,000 

170,000 
472,000 

432, 00C 
4  i;i,i niii 
199,000 
609, 00!) 
373,000 
609, 000 
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Articles. 


1917 


Metric  tons.         Francs 


1918 


Metric  tons.      Francs 


imports— continued. 

Chemical  products: 

Coal-tar  products 

Potassium  and  soda 

Superphosphates  and  chemical  fertilizers. 

Synthetic  colors 

Other 

Coal  and  manufactures  of: 

Briquets 

Coal 

Coke 

Coal  tar 

Cocoa  beans,  raw 

Coffee 

Copper,  raw 

Copper  sheets,  wire,  etc 

Cotton  and  manufactures  of: 

Cotton  textiles 

Raw  and  linters 

Yarn 


Eggs. 

Flax 

Feedstuffs: 

Bran 

Hay  and  straw 

Rice  waste 

Oil  cake  and  oil  meal 

Fish 

Fruits,  table 

Glass  and  glassware 

Guano  and  similar  fertilizers 

Hides  and  skins: 

Prepared 

Raw 

Iron  and  steel: 

Unmanufactured 

Machinery 

Tools  and  metal  work 

Iron  ore 

Jute 

Lead 

Nickel 

Oils: 

Cottonseed , 

Olive 

Palm 

Petroleum,  crude  and  refined. 

Lubricating,  mineral 

Phosphates: 

Natural , 

Superphosphates 

Provisions: 

Butter 

Lard 

Meat,  fresh  and  refrigerated . . . 

Tallow 

Rice  and  rice  flour 

Rubber: 

Crude 

Manufactured 

Saltpeter 

Seeds: 

Clover 

Beet 

Other,  for  sowing 

Oilseeds  and  fruit  seeds 

Silk  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Manufactured 

Yarn 

Sugar: 

French  colonial,  raw 

Foreign  raw,  cane 

Refined,  other  than  candied. . . 

Sulphur 

Tea 


Tin 

Tobacco  and  manufactures  of: 

Cigars 

Cigarettes 

Other  manufactures 

Raw,  in  leaf 


165, 093 
20, 84S 
4,022 
24, 3SS 

374,  S89 

753,778 

i,870,4S2 

671,110 

229,078 

46, 747 
163,688 
188, 886 

81, 197 

23,387 
273, 290 
24, 554 
11,349 
8,240 

31,039 
40,766 
41,294 

3,268 
75, 755 
196,803 
31,118 

7,088 

17,631 
53,634 

L 894, 860 
245,255 
408,959 
507,909 
67,239 
58,909 
2,127 

6,802 

56,226 

24,969 

629,188 

172, 9S0 

134, 779 
1,884 

337 
19,927 

204,955 
19,512 

191,675 

22, 601 

7,070 

453, 665 

257 
2,576 
3,003 

468, 768 

12, 439 
575 
741 

68,503 
152, 590 
319, 107 

76, 866 
2,357 

12,744 

,922,700 

383 

464 

32, 167 

o  Number  of  cigars. 


181 
19 

164 
591 

104 
2,031 
126 
32 
127 
438 
585 
396 

324 
1, 334 

282 
35 
31 

8, 
4, 


226 

85 

40 

1 

197 
351 

2,191 

973 

1,074 

33 

38: 

89: 

12; 

19 
192 

60 
399 

285 


2 

39 
477 

29 
325 

193 
121 


6 
5 

057 

■ISO 
58 
18 

61 

137 
•2S7 
47 
10 
66 

2 
3 
2 

65 


853, 000 
537,000 
697,000 
186,000 
52.8,000 

021,000 
422,000 
168,  COO 
529,000 
062,000 
685,000 
578,000 
045,000 

325, 000 
165,000 
434,000 
256,000 
997, 000 

334, 000 
892,000 
102, 000 
988,000 
004,000 
974,000 
219,000 
772,000 

315,000 
597,000 

214,000 
765,000 
180,000 
014, 000 
999,000 
198, 000 
155,000 

975,000 
681,000 
875,000 
277,000 
418,000 

62-1,000 
283,000 

202, 000 
S53,000 
569,000 
268,000 
848, 000 

920,000 
6S5,000 
298,000 

579,000 
183,000 
405,000 

727, 000 

741,000 
278,000 
558,000 

653,000 
331,000 
196,000 
571,000 
959,000 
128,000 

863,000 
535,000 
559,000 
833,000 


95, 775 
20,914 
8,007 
27, 56S 
252,988 

829, 159 

15, 372, 551 

517, 003 

281, 877 

41, 496 

135,646 

152,645 

8,850 

41,942 

142,241 

31,963 

9,348 

7,034 

28,275 
77, 187 
29,151 

159, 525 
43, 196 

196, 431 
19,744 
9,941 

3,261 
20,772 

1,917,902 
176. 469 
246,867 
143, 202 
9,763 
51, 549 
958 

1,630 

12,547 

13, 399 

741,934 

154, 385 

228,927 
6,170 

446 
19, 328 

224,806 
15, 435 

142, 076 

18,957 

6,526 

245, 719 

2,584 

1,007 

5,831 

197, 001 

14,476 

455 

1,128 

36,412 
78, 9S0 
65,309 
71,886 
1,453 
10, 165 

al,696,700 
566 

1,284 
49,950 


147, 291, 000 

9, 142, 000 

1,288,000 

186,3S1,000 

433,781,000 

114,424,000 

1,967,687,000 

97, 197, 000 

40,027,000 

110,538,000 

363,531,000 

473, 200, 000 

82,343,000 

491, 444, 000 

715, 555, 000 

373,987,000 

28,775,000 

31,530,000 

7,592,000 

9,262,000 
47. 370, 000 

5,013,000 
125, 310, 000 
79,679,000 
24,429,000 

2,485,000 

60, 687, 000 
163,355,000 

1,508,357,000 
680, 213, 000 
674,615,000 
9,308,000 
5,662,000 
78,805,000 
5, 200, 000 

4,835,000 

42,772,000 

32,692,000 

487,655,000 

254, 736, 000 

13,794,000 
926,000 

2,926,000 
38,656,000 

521,835,000 
23,153,000 

241,529,000 

162,648,000 
103,520,000 
221,147,000 

5,814,000 

2,416,000 

10,495,000 

269,041,000 

532,993,000 
45,07S,000 
38,475,000 

32,771,000 
71,090,000 
58,778,000 
45,673,000 
6,756,000 
S3, 004, 000 

490,000 

5,364,000 

8,502,000 

101,185,000 
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Articles. 


Metric  tons.         Francs. 


1918 


Metric  tons.         Francs 


imports— continued . 

Vegetables,  fresh,  salted,  or  preserved. 

Wines 

Wood: 

For  building 

For  furniture 

Dyewood 

Wool: 

Manufactures  of 

Raw 

Yarn 

Zinc 

Other  articles 


Total. 


EXPORTS. 

Arms 

Books,  engravings,  and  lithographs 

Building  materials 

Chemical  fertilizers  and  superphosphates. 
Coal  and  manufactures  of: 

Briquets 

Coil 

Coke 

Clothing: 

Men's 

Women's 

Colors 

Cotton  and  manufactures  of: 

Manufactures 

Raw  and  waste 

Yarn 

Fats  of  ail  kinds 

Glass  and  glassware 

Hides  and  skins: 

Prepared 

Raw 

Iron  and  steel: 

Ore 1. 

Machinery 

Tools  and  metal  goods 

Pig  iron,  iron,  and  steel 

Leather  goods 

Musical  instruments 

Parisian  novelties,  brushes,  button.-,  etc... 

Paper  and  manufactures  of 

Perfumery 

Porcelain  ware 

Potatces 

Provisions: 

Butter 

Cheese 

Margarine 

Resins,  native 

Rubber: 

Crude 

Manufactures  of 

Silk  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Silk  goods 

Yarn 

Stone  and  earths 

Sugar 

Table  fruits 

Vegetable  oils 

Wheat  flour 

Wines 

Wood: 

Furniture  and  woodenware 

For  building 

Other 

Wool: 

Manufactures  cf 

Raw 

Yarn 

Postal  packages 

Other  articles 


.50, 280 
1,204,731 

556, -431 

7,579 

26, 478 

23,805 

66,281 

7,034 

73,495 


Total. 


5,334 
6,376 

153,855 
7,744 

43, 445 
207, 411 
23, 358 

651 

550 

26, 279 


,147 
786 

47 
16, 167 


24,764,000 
741,040,000 

95, 379, 000 

3, 375, 000 

29, 126, 000 

609,410,000 
487,395,000 

182, 723, 000 

183,687,000 

5,566,533,000 


24, 942 
681,855 

302,970 

12,758 
7,910 

14,564 
44,237 
6,077 

46,368 


11,596,000 
420,359,000 

52,218,000 
6,014,000 
8, 708, 000 

499, 835, 000 
325,066,000 
162, 155, 000 
116,119,000 
3,449,403,000 


27,554,055,000 


19,914,780,000 


44,637,000 

88,571,000 

11,472,000 

1,425,000 

6,  430,  000 

28,623,000 

4,625,000 

12,121.000 
144,285,000 
38, 190, 000 

275, 405, 000 
89,822,0(111 
12,984,000 
4,212,000 
27, 242, 000 

68,169,000 
80,471,000 

8, 225, 000 

83, 167, 000 

92,455,000 

63,912,00!) 

202,547,000 

17,557,000 

125,731,003 

125, 800, 000 

76,201,000 

9, 380, 000 

4, 154, 000 

20, 492, 000 

17, 127,  OIK) 

793,000 

10, 657, 000 

29, 340, 000 
116,864,000 

244, 614, 000 
494, 103, 000 
27,518,000 
8,701,000 
85,879,000 
35, 670, 000 
82, 235, 000 
21, 895, 000 
107,917,000 

36, 416. 000 
4.435,000 
31,022,000 

41,366,000 

48,  505,  000 

1,303,000 

336, 465, 000 

2,455,478,000 


1,634 
4,038 
88, 538 
3,533 

72,981 

1,845,842 

36,309 

292 

321 

31, 149 

11,728 

6,208 

531 

597 

38, 139 

2,500 
3,549 

68, 346 
11.608 
17,384 
45,  246 

1,657 
790 

6, 018 
23, 666 


2,597 
16, 616 

1,188 

2,364 

188 

IS,  620 

2,742 
4,174 

3,968 

3,928 

267 

134,  GS0 

62, 100 

36, 173 

5,243 

15,639 

51,597 

33.204 

18,616 

727,681 

1 ,  206 

342 

22 

16, 243 


6,012,698,000 


14,594,000 

49,404,000 

6, 188, 000 

640, 000 

10,  SOI,  000 

254, 726, 000 

7, 189, 000 

6, 004, 000 
100,072.000 
36, 313; 000 

168, 039, 000 

28, 806, 000 

6,942,000 

S60,000 

25,352,000 

54,005,000 
24,460,000 

4,442,000 
51,983,000 
01, 840, 000 
28, 168, 000 
121,721,000 
10,207,000 
106,  741, 0OQ 
109, 829, 000 
52, 282, 000 
8,935,000 
7, 478, 000 

7, 019, 000 

10, 120; 000 

269, 000 

11,358,000 

23,530,000 
89, 297, 000 

203,922,000 

433, 292, 000 

15,627,000 

9,965,000 

61,931,000 

25, 897, 000 

38, 617, 000 

13,919,000 

102,900,000 

16, 577, 000 

2.779,000 

29;  329,  (KM 

27,183,000 

5, 352, 000 

567.000 

331,027,000 

1,324,805,000 


4,143,303,000 


6  SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE  REPORTS. 

Values  of  Shipments  from  Various  Countries. 

Of  the  total  receipts  of  cereals  in  1918,  the  United  States  leads 
with  1,339,216  tons  valued  at  979,418,000  francs  ($189,027,674) ,  fol- 
lowed by  Argentina  with  561,854  tons  valued  at  447,525,000  francs 
($86,372,325),  Great  Britain  with  55,425  tons  valued  at  38,379,000 
francs  ($7,407,147),  and  Spain  with  786.5  tons  valued  at  524,000 
francs    ($101,132). 

In  the  imports  of  fresh  and  refrigerated  meat  in  1918  Argentina 
led  with  140,350  tons  valued  at  327,682,000  francs  ($63,242,626),  fol- 
lowed by  the  United  States  with  34,060  tons  valued  78,135,000  francs 
($15,080,055),  and  Great  Britain  with  2,468  tons  valued  at  5,784,000 
francs  ($1,116,312).  In  the  same  year  the  United  States  sent  48,247 
tons  of  salted  and  conserved  meats  to  France,  valued  at  104,802,000 
francs    ($20,226,786). 

The  bulk  of  the  copper  imports  for  1918  came  from  the  United 
States,  which  supplied  144,631  tons  valued  at  476.151,000  francs  ($91,- 
897,143). 

The  receipts  of  raw  cotton  and  wool  for  the  textile  industries  show 
decided  decreases  from  the  imports  of  1917.  The  imports  of  raw 
cotton  from  the  United  States  in  1918  amounted  to  116,117  tons 
valued  at  562,008,000  francs  ($108,467,544)  ;  from  Great  Britain 
3,930  tons  valued  at  17,215,000  francs  ($3,322,495).  There  were  de- 
creases in  the  imports  of  all  kinds  of  iron  and  steel  products  as 
compared  with  1917.  Of  the  total  receipts  of  iron  and  steel  machinery 
in  1918,  amounting  to  176,469  tons  valued  at  680,213,000  francs 
($131,281,109),  96,389  tons  invoiced  at  357,224,000  francs  ($68,944,- 
232)  came  from  the  United  States.  The  imports  of  this  class  from 
Great  Britain  totaled  58,386  tons  valued  at  224,207,000  francs  ($43,- 
271,951).  Iron  and  steel  tools  and  metal  work  to  the  value  of  298,- 
037,000  francs  ($57,521,141)  came  from  the  United  States  and  of 
251,035,000  francs  ($48,449,755)  from  Great  Britain.  The  United 
States  also  supplied  crude  and  refined  petroleum  to  the  value  of 
418,561,000  francs  ($80,782,273),  and  148,511  tons  of  lubricating  oil 
(worth  $17,293,106)  out  of  a  total  importation  of  154,835  tons  in 
1918. 

The  importation  of  raw  cane  sugar  fell  from  152,590  tons  in  1917 
to  78,980  tons  in  1918,  and  the  importation  of  refined  sugar  decreased 
from  319,107  to  65,309  tons.  Of  the  raw  cane  sugar,  the  United 
States  furnished  13,867  tons  in  1918,  as  compared  with  26,420  tons 
in  1917;  Cuba  supplied  52.207  tons  in  1918  and  59,623  tons  in  1917; 
Mauritius  sent  no  sugar  to  France  in  1918.  but  furnished  42,205  tons 
in  1917.  Of  the  1918  imports  of  refined  cane  sugar  (65,309  tons)  the 
United  States  furnished  36.173  tons. 

Crude  rubber  was  imported  in  1918  to  the  extent  of  18.957  tons — a 
decrease  of  3.644  tons  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year;  197  tons 
came  from  the  United  States  and  12,910  from  Great  Britain.  The 
importations  of  manufactured  rubber  declined  from  7.070  tons  in 
1917  to  6,526  in  1918.  The  United  States  furnished  2.863  tons  of 
manufactured  rubber  in  1918  as  compared  with  2,705  tons  in  1917; 
while  imports  for  these  two  years  from  Great  Britain  were  3.138  tons 
and  4,146  tons,  respectively. 

The  importation  of  lard  was  19.927  tons  in  1917  and  19.328  tons 
in  1918.  Of  the  total  in  1918,  the  United  States  furnished  16.457 
tons,  as  compared  with  15,499  tons  in  1917.    Argentina  supplied  9,608 
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of  the  total  of  15,435  tons  of  tallow  imported  in  1918,  as  compared 
with  11,829  tons  out  of  the  1917  total  of  19,512  tons.  Tallow  imports 
from  the  United  States  amounted  to  1,268  tons  in  1918  and  526  tons 
in  1917.  Uruguay  increased  its  tallow  shipments  to  France  from  280 
tons  in  1917  to  2,535  tons  in  1918. 
Items  Showing  Decreases. 

The  total  decrease  in  values  of  exports  in  1918  over  those  of  1917 
amounted  to  1,869,395,000  francs  ($360,793,235).  Of  all  the  articles 
mentioned  in  the  table  only  briquets,  coal,  and  coke  show  an  increase 
in  both  quantity  and  value.  Eaw  silk,  colors,  glass  and  glassware 
show  a  decrease  in  value  and  an  increase  in  quantity,  while  potatoes 
show  an  increase  in  value  and  a  falling  off  in  quantity.  Practically 
all  the  other  exports  declined  in  1918  in  both  quantity  and  value  as 
compared  with  1917. 

Among  the  exports  showing  the  most  notable  decline  in  quantity  in 
1918  are  building  material,  cotton  manufactures,  raw  and  waste  cot- 
ton, fats,  raw  hides,  iron  ore,  stone  and  earths,  vegetable  oils,  furni- 
ture, leather  goods,  and  raw  wool. 

Analysis  of  Trade  With  Fonr  Principal  Countries. 

To  indicate  in  detail  the  nature  of  the  trade  between  France  and 
the  principal  countries  in  whose  market  supplies  are  purchased  or 
outlets  for  the  sale  of  French  products  are  found,  the  following  table 
is  given,  showing,  in  francs,  the  value  of  the  exports  to  and  imports 
from  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  Italy,  Spain  and  Argentina 
for  1918 : 


Articles. 


United  States.    Great  Britain. 


Italy. 


Spain. 


Argentina. 


Chemicals 

Colors  and  inks 

Cotton  goods 

Feathers 

Flowers,  leaves,  and  fruit,  arti- 
ficial   

Hides  and  skins: 

Prepared 

Raw 

Iron  and  steel: 

Machinery 

Tools  and  metal  work 

Jewelry: 

Real 

Imitation 

Leather  goods 

Lingerie  and  wearing  apparel 

Milk,  butter,  and  cheese 

Paper  and  paper  goods 

Parisian     novelties,      buttons, 

brushes,  etc 

Perfumery  and  soap 

Potatoes  and  dried  vegetables. . . 

Pottery,  glass  and  crystal 

Rubber  goods 

Seeds  for  sowing 

Silk: 

Manufactures 

Raw 

Table  fruits 

Wines 

Wool: 

Manufactures 

Raw  and  waste 

Postal  packages 

Other  articles 


Total. 


Franca. 
16,070,000 


16,773,000 
13,021,000 


2,527,000 


2,043,000 
11,727,000 


475, 000 
747, 000 


2, 394, 000 
52,661,000 
23, 685, 000 

1,063,000 
45,126,000 

9, 083, 000 
9,031,000 


1, 565, 000 

40, 8S5, 000 

841,000 

5,974,000 

7, 175, 000 

2,936,000 


98,616,000 


371,509,000 


Francs. 
86,186,000 
4, 477, 000 
24,640,000 
11,811,000 

8, 166, 000 

18,  S07, 000 
687,000 

1,878,000 
6, 112, 000 

l,92S,00O 
25, 550, 000 
47,381,000 
29,336,000 

1,723,000 
19, 399, 000 

58,792,000 
12, 133, 000 
209, 000 
10, 717, 000 
20,643,000 
9,798,000 

294, 289, 000 
6,102,000 
17,554,000 
46,285,000 

2,205,000 

41,000 

12,401,000 

191,959,000 


Francs. 

38, 464, 000 

7, 6S5, 000 

2,698,000 

136, 000 


8,829,000 
6, 587, 000 

11,050,000 
10,843,000 

920, 000 


Francs. 
8,400,000 
831,000 
3, 477, 000 
6,217,000 

423,000 

132,000 
3,618,000 

4,966,000 
4,649,000 


8, 085, 000 
"4,'89i,"666 


379,000 
8, 201, 000 


5, 865, 000 

688,000 

4, 440, 000 


5, 970, 000 


3,052,000 
1,857,000 


2,672,000 

26,968,000 

337, 000 

3, 230, 000 
61,164,000 


1,724,000 

3, 444, 000 

438,000 

20,947,000 
13,364,000 


239, 000 
424,000 


36, 263, 000 
562,672,000 


1,351,000 

906, 000 
3,047,000 
29, 857, 000 
33,364,000 


971, 199, 000 


802,737,000 


163, 027, 000 


Francs. 
3,717,000 
709,000 
7, 127, 000 


31,000 


225, 000 
2,342,000 

1, 703, 000 
2,211,000 
1,713,000 
12,425,000 
111,000 
3, 040, 600 

3,917,000 
3,959,000 
44, 000 
1,405,000 
2,914,000 


1S,S97.000 


10, 000 
3,421,000 


2,003,000 


6,157,000 
17,139,000 

'„5, 226, 000, 
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Articles. 


United  States. 


Great  Britain. 


Italy. 


Spain. 


Argentina. 


IMPORTS. 

Automobiles  and  other  vehicles. 

Cereals 

Coal  and  its  products 

Cofiee 

Copper 

Cotton: 

Manufactures  of 

Raw 

Hay,  straw,  and  bran 

Hides  and  skins: 

Prepared 

Raw 

Horses 

Iron  and  steel: 

I'ig  iron,  iron  and  steel 

Machinery 

Tools  and"  metal  work 

Lingerie  and  wearing  apparel  - .  - 
Meats: 

Fresh  and  refrigerated 

Salted,  etc 

Oils: 

Petroleum 

Lubricating 

Rubber: 

Crude 

Manufactured 

Silk: 

Raw 

Textiles 

Tin. 


Francs. 
213,132,000 
979,418,000 


11,794,000 
476,151,000 

31,483,000 

562, 008, 000 

2,000 

29, 449, 000 

10,021,000 

309,000 

857,335,000 

357,224,000 

298, 037, 000 

2,024,000 

78, 135, 000 
104,802,000 

418,561,000 
245,042,000 

1,689,000 
59, 770, 000 


Francs. 
21,513,000 
38,379,000 
2, 176, 170, 000 


Francs. 
30,674,000 


Francs. 
10, 085, 000 
524,000 


Francs. 


447,525,000 


28, 937, 000 


335,  623, 000 
17, 215, 000 


64,891,000 


2,040,000 

3, 259, 000          887, 000 
27,044,000       2,065,000 
7s, 000    ■ 


570, 169, 000 

224,207,000 

251,035,000 

43,264,000 

5,784,006 

7, 582, 000 


1,629,000 


22,944,000 
117,000 


6,328,000 

7,  OSS,  000 


8,129,000 

4, 772, 000 


Tobacco,  leaf  and  manufactured 
Wood: 

Ordinary 

Exotic 

Wool: 

Raw 

Manufactured 

Other  articles 


65, 522, 000 
5, 275, 000 


110,764,000 
53,359,000 

19,330,000 
13,095,000 
32, S89, 000 


21,049,000 
1,893,972,000 


88,458,000 

368, 358, 000 

1,242,696,000 


Total. 


6,722,804,000 


5, 679, 206, 000 


146,000 
12,849,000 

3,027,000 
1,931,000 


7,200,000 

5,876,000 

16,914,000 

175,000 


441,000 


1,000 


327, 682, 000 


6,131,000 

6S,  513,  000 
4,1S5,000 


3, 988, 000 


625, 000 
685,000 


1,083,000 


10, 000 

48,000 

519,094,000 


717,802,000 


7,091,000 
55,313,000 
421,261,000 

567, 596, 000 


2, 980, 000 

3,000 
2, 293, 000 

99,006,000 

9,000 

138,570,000 


1,031,470,000 


The  United  States  leads  in  imports  into  France,  followed  by  Great 
Britain,  Argentina,  Italy,  and  Spain.  In  exports  from  France,  Great 
Britain  leads,  with  Italy,  the  United  States,  Spain,  and  Argentina 
ranking  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth,  respectively. 

As  will  be  noted  from  the  foregoing  table,  the  United  States  was 
France's  best  customer  for  feathers,  rawhides,  leather  goods,  paper 
and  paper  goods,  and  woolen  goods.  Great  Britain  purchased  the 
largest  amounts  of  chemicals,  cotton  goods,  artificial  flowers,  leaves, 
and  fruits,  prepared  hides,  real  and  imitation  jewelry,  lingerie  and 
wearing  apparel,  milk,  butter  and  cheese,  Parisian  novelties,  perfum- 
ery and  soap,  potatoes  and  dried  vegetables,  pottery,  glass  and  crys- 
tal, seeds  for  sowing,  silk  goods,  table  fruits,  and  wines.  Italy  pur- 
chased the  greatest  quantities  of  colors  and  inks,  iron  and  steel  ma- 
chinery, tools  and  metal  work,  rubber  goods,  raw  silk,  and  postal 
packages.  Spain  holds  first  place  as  an  importer  of  French  raw  and 
waste  wool. 

The  United  States  led  in  exports  of  automobiles  to  France;  also 
in  its  shipments  of  cereals,  raw  cotton,  prepared  hides,  horses,  pig 
iron,  iron  and  steel  and  their  products,  salted  and  preserved  meat, 
crude  and  refined  petroleum,  lubricating  oil,  manufactured  rubber, 
tobacco,  and  ordinary  wood.  Great  Britain  led  in  the  French  im- 
port trade  of  1918  in  coal,  manufactured  cotton,  rawhides,  lingerie 
and  wearing  apparel,  crude  rubber,  silk  textiles,  tin,  and  manufac- 
tured wool.    From  Italy  came  the  largest  amount  of  raw  silk,  and 
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its  possessions  in  trade  shipments  of  a  value  less  than  $100,  which 

do  not  require  a  consular  invoice. 

Latest  Available  Statistics  of  Patents  and  Trade-Marks. 

No  official  statistics  for  1918  regarding  patents  and  trade-marks 
have  as  yet  been  published.  The  number  of  patents  granted  and 
trade-marks  registered  during  the  years  1914,  1915,  and  1916  is 
shown  in  the  following  table: 


Description. 


PATENTS. 

Total  number  taken  out 

By  French  citizens  or  foreigners  established  in  France 
By  American  citizens 

TRADE-MARKS. 

Total  number  registered 

By  French  citizens  or  foreigners  established  in  France 
By  American  citizens 


1914 

1915 

12, 161 
5,97S 
1,244 

5,056 

2,182 

945 

15,920 

14, 274 

116 

8,233 

7,260 

124 

3,250 

1,092 

899 


8, 349 

7,189 

125 


How  French  Railways  Responded  to  War  Demands. 

During  the  four  and  a  half  years  of  war  through  which  France 
has  just  passed  the  railways  have  rendered  great  service  to  the  na- 
tional defense  in  the  transportation  of  vast  quantities  of  war  mate- 
rial, food  supplies,  troops,  etc.,  notwithstanding  almost  insurmount- 
able difficulties.  The  Paris-Lyon-Mediterranee  system  in  five  weeks 
ran  1,600  extra  trains,  making  an  average  total  of  45  trains  per  day. 
In  1915  the  same  system  transported  70,000  Sikhs  and  Gourkas,  who 
had  been  landed  at  Marseille.  In  the  same  year  the  Orleans  system 
ran  100  trains,  at  times  at  six-minute  intervals,  to  carry  Hindoo 
troops  from  Toulouse  to  Orleans.  The  Southern  Railway  trans- 
ported 600,000  men  and  96,000  horses  and  mules.  During  1915  also, 
the  Northern  system  operated  more  than  114,000  trains,  or  an  aver- 
age of  320  trains  a  day,  not  including  hospital  trains  and  those  car- 
rying soldiers  or  munitions  of  war.  In  1915,  for  revictualing  the 
army  in  food  products  and  munitions  of  war,  60,000  complete  trains, 
or  an  average  of  over  160  per  day,  were  operated  by  the  Northern 
Railway;  the  Southern  Railway  carried  617,000  tons  of  food  prod- 
ucts and  munitions  and  584,000  tons  of  various  kinds  of  merchan- 
dise; the  Orleans  system  carried  11,000  guns  and  cartridges  and  in 
addition  ran  about  85,000  loaded  cars.  And  from  August  20  to 
September  30,  1914,  the  latter  railway  carried  117,000  tons  of  food 
products,  65,000  tons  of  forage,  107,000  cattle,  and  215,000  head  of 
sheep  and  hogs  to  feed  Paris. 
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Financial  Condition  of  Railways. 

In  the  following  table  are  shown  (in  round  numbers)  the  results 
of  the  operations  of  the  French  railway  systems  from  1913  to  1918, 
inclusive,  francs  having  been  converted  to  dollars  at  the  normal  rate 
of  exchange  (1  franc— $0,193)  : 


Companies. 

Gross 
receipts. 

Expenses. 

Net  receipts. 

Capital 
charges. 

Deficit. 

1913. 
State 

$62,532,000 
04, 848, 000 
58,865,000 
59,830,000 

115,028,000 
28,950,000 

$53,461,000 
39,758,000 
36,091,000 
35,319,000 
65, 620, 000 
16,212,000 

$9,071,000 
25,090,000 
22,774,000 
24,511,000 
49,408,000 
12,738,000 

$22,195,000 
23,546,000 
21,230,000 
27,792,000 
47,864,000 
13,124,000 

$13, 124, 000 
<*1.  544,000 

a  1,544,000 

3,281,000 

Paris-Lyon-Mi'diteirant'c 

a  1,544,000 
386.000 

Total 

390, 053, 000 

246,461,000 

143.592,000 

155,751,000 

12,159,000 

1914. 
Slate 

57,321,000       49,601,000 
46,513,000       34,933,000 
44,004,000       33,775,000 
54,233,000       35,898,000 

7,720,000       23,160,000 
11,580,000       2t. 897. 000 

15, 440, 000 

13,317,000 
12,159,000 

10, 229, 000 
18,335,000 
36,863,000 
9,650,000 

22,3SS,000 
28,178,000 
45,934,000 

9, 843, 000 
9.071.000 

97, 079, 000 
25,090,000 

60,216,000 
15.440,000 

13.317,000         3. 667'  000 

Total 

324,240,000 

223,  S83, 000 

94,377,000     157,874,000       63,497,000 

1915. 
State 

61,181,000 

33,196,000 
36,863,000 
64,269,000 
107,694,000 
26,441,000 

57, 514, 000 
28,757,000 
31,073,000 
39,179,000 
60.988,000 

i6;  019;  ooo 

3, 667, 000 
4,439,000 
5,790,000 
25,090,000 
46,706,000 
10,422,000 

28,178,000 
24,897,000 

22, 774. 000 
28,950;000 
46,706,000 
13, 703, 000 

24,511,000 

20,458,000 

16,9S4,OO0 

3, 860, 000 

Orleans 

Southern  

3,281,000 

Total 

329, 644, 000 

233, 530, 000 

96,114,000 

185,208,000 

69.094,000 

1916. 
State.- 

73, 147, 000 
47,285,000 
49,987,000 
72,375,000 
131,017,000 
28,371,000 

70,445,000 
38,793,000 
36,477,000 
48,250,000 

Si,  727, 000 
20,458,000 

2,702,000 
8,492,000 
13,510,000 
24, 125;  000 
46,320,000 
7,913,000 

28,371,000 
27, 213, 000 
22,967,000 
28, 757, 000 
48,057,000 
13, 703, 000 

25,669,000 
18,721,000 

9,457,000 
4,632,000 

1,737,000 
5,790,000 

Total 

402,212,000 

299,150,000 

103,062,000 

169,068,000 

66,006,000 

1917. 
State 

73, 533, 000 
55,005,000 
52,496,000 
78,937,000 
131, 819, 000 
32, 231, 000 

80,674,000 
48,829,000 
42,074,000 
54,040,000 
99,202,000 
24, 125, 000 

=  7,141,000 
6, 176, 000 
10,422,000 
24,897,000 
32,617,000 
8, 106, 000 

29,915,000 
27, 406, 000 
23,160,000 
29,143,000 
50,759,000 
13,896,000 

37,056,000 
21,230,000 

12,738,000 

Orleans 

4,246,000 

raris-Lvon-Mrditerranee 

18,142,000 

5,790,000 

Total 

424,021,000 

348,944,000  |     75,077,000  |  174,270,000 

99,202,000 

1918. 
State 

87,815,000 
55,584,000 
55, 005, 000 
85,113,000 
151,312,000 
38, 793, 000 

110,010,000    -22,195,000 
66,199,000    -10.615.000 

31,266,000 
29,336,000 
23,160,000 
33,582,000 
56,163,000 
13,896,000 

53,461,000 
38,021,000 

58, 865, 000 
73,919,000 
135,293,000 
34,161,000 

-  3,800,000 
11,194,000 
16, 019, 000 
4,632,000 

27,020,000 

22,388,000 

40,144,000 

9,264,000 

Total 

473,622,000 

478,447,000    -  4.825.000 

187,403,000     192,228,000 

a  Surplus. 

The  increase  in  the  gross  receipts  as  shown  above  was  due  partly 
to  the  greater  amount  of  military  traffic,  the  freight  rates  of  which 
are  much  lower,  however,  than  those  for  carrying  commercial  mer- 
chandise, but  mostly  to  the  increase  of  25  per  cent  in  the  tariff.  The 
receipts  for  military  transportation,  which  do  not  appear  in  the 
figures  for  the  year  1913,  reached  $37,050,000  in  1911,  $71,603,000  in 
1915,  $111,012,000  in  1916,  $121,07S,000  in  1917,  and  in  1918  it  is 
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estimated  they  amounted  to  $144,750,000,  or  about  30  per  cent  of  the 
total  gross  receipts.  From  1913  to  1918  the  gross  receipts  increased 
$83,569,000,  or  23.9  per  cent,  but  during  the  same  period  the  operat- 
ing expenses  increased  from  $216,401,000  to  $478,447,000,  or  more 
than  94  per  cent,  The .  dividends  fell  from  $28,371,000  in  1913  to 
$22,195,000  in  1917,  and  the  value  of  the  stock  as  quoted  on  the 
Bourse  depreciated  in  almost  the  same  ratio,  notwithstanding  the 
interest  guaranteed  by  the  State.  The  increase  in  the  gross  receipts 
will  not  better  the  financial  conditions  of  the  railway  companies 
unless  there  is  a  still  greater  increase  of  the  passenger  and  freight 
rates  to  offset  the  abnormally  high  costs  of  operation. 

Depreciation  in  Value  of  Railway  Investments. 

Below  are  shown  the  Bourse  quotations  of  the  stock  and  3  per 
cent  bonds  of  the  principal  French  railways  on  July  1,  1914,  and  on 
April  1,  1919 : 


Companies. 

Stock. 

3  per  cent  bonds. 

July  1,  1914. 

Apr.  1,  1919. 

July  1,  1914. 

Apr.  1,  1919. 

State 

Francs. 

870 
1,730 

904 
1,302 
1,231 
1,102 

Francs. 

710 
1,256 

851 
1,100 

900 

902 

Francs. 

423 
428 
423 
415 
411 
423 

Francs. 

337 

333 

345 

352 

321 

334 

Between  the  dates  given  above  the  average  loss  for  the  quoted 
values  of  both  the  stocks  and  bonds  of  these  railways  was  19.8  per 
cent. 
Decrease  in  Rolling  Stock. 

According  to  a  report  made  by  the  Minister  of  Public  Works 
the  rolling  stock  available  for  operation  on  January  1,  1919,  com- 
prised 14,574  locomotives,  368,683  freight  cars,  and  43,956  baggage 
and  passenger  cars,  as  compared  with  13,800  locomotives,  376,000 
freight  cars,  and  49,320  baggage  and  passenger  cars  on  August  1, 
1914.  On  the  latter  date  there  were  1,720  locomotives,  14,810  freight 
cars,  and  4,474  baggage  and  passenger  cars  out  of  repair  or  otherwise 
temporarily  nonserviceable.  The  amount  of  such  rolling  stock  on 
January  1,  1919,  included  2,854  locomotives,  38,520  freight  and  7,817 
passenger  and  baggage  cars.  Deducting  the  nonserviceable  from  the 
total  available  rolling  stock,  there  was  on  January  1,  1919,  a  net 
total  of  11,720  engines,  330.163  freight  cars,  and  36,139  passenger 
cars  ready  for  service,  as  against  12,080  engines,  361,160  freight,  and 
44,846  baggage  and  passenger  cars  on  August  1,  1911,  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  Avar. 
French  Shipping  Statistics. 

The  official  statistics  show  that  during  1918,  6,062  loaded  French 
vessels  of  4,522,724  tons'  register  and  27,189  vessels  of  other  nation- 
alities, registering  15,324,847  tons,  arrived  in  French  ports. 

The  clearances  from  the  French  ports  during  1918  comprised 
2,909  native  vessels  of  2,325,553  tons'  register  and  7,190  foreign  ves- 
sels of  2,929,611  tons. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  tonnage  of  loaded 
French  and  foreign  vessels  which  arrived  in  and  cleared  from  French 
ports  during  the  past  three  years : 


Nationality. 

1916 

1917 

1918 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

ARRIVING. 

6,150 
26, 259 

5, 626, 301 
20, 439, 370 

5,524 
27,214 

4,992,769 
15, 759, 067 

6,062 
27, 189 

4,522,724 
15, 324, 847 

Total 

32, 409 

26,065,671 

32, 70S 

20,751,836 

33, 251 

19, 847, 571 

CLEARING. 

3,941 

6,762 

3, 565, 786 
4  QKfi  <;nt 

3, 237 
7,985 

2,913,825 
3,686,032 

2,909 
7,190 

2  325  553 

2, 929^611 

Total 

10, 703 

8,552,690 

11,222 

6, 599, 857 

10, 099 

Taking  the  arrivals  and  clearances  of  loaded  French  and  foreign 
vessels  together,  the  total  of  French  shipping  in  1918  was  43,350 
vessels  of  25,102,735  tons,  as  compared  with  13,990  vessels  of 
27,351,693  tons  in  1917. 

Shipping  by  Principal  Ports. 

To  indicate  the  war  activities  of  the  principal  ports  of  France, 
the  following  table,  showing  the  tonnage  of  merchandise  and  other 
cargoes  loaded  and  discharged  in  1918  in  comparison  with  the  nor- 
mal year  1913,  has  been  prepared  from  official  statistics.  The  figures 
are  in  metric  tons  of  2,201.6  pounds  each  and  include  the  merchandise 
received  and  shipped  for  the  military  authorities. 


Ports. 


Rouen  ..w 

Havre 

Bordeaux 

Marseille 

St.  Nazaire 

Calais 

Nantes 

Dunkirk 


Metric  tons. 
5,597,608 
3,668,414 
4, 377, 569 
8,938,652 
1,743,044 
1,119,224 
1,963,715 
3,885,969 


1918 


Metric  tons. 
10,073,660 
5,986,314 
5,779,040 
5,131,221 
3,481,715 
2,737,300 
2,231,829 
2,097,467 


Ports. 


Boulogne 

Dieppe 

Cette 

La  Rochelle-Pallicc 
St.  Malo-St.  Servan 
Other  ports 

Total 


Metric  tons. 

1,098,911 
598, 939 

1,152,929 
571,527 
693, 323 

6, 886, 841 


42,296,665 


191S 


Metric  tons. 
1,950,493 

1,628,625 
1,376,S6S 
1,371,442 
.  1,002,508 
8, 700, 360 


53,548,871 


Government  Measures  to  Promote  Agriculture. 

On  the  whole  the  agricultural  season  in  France  during  1918  was 
the  most  satisfactory  of  the  war  years.  The  production  of  wheat 
greatly  exceeded  that  of  1917.  This  was  probably  due  to  the  legisla- 
tive measures  enacted  at  the  beginning  of  1917,  but  which  did  not 
show  their  effect  on  food  production  until  the  following  season.  By 
the  law  of  January  30,  1917,  the  Government  offered  premiums  for 
the  production  of  wheat  amounting  to  3  francs  per  quintal  (about 
16  cents  per  bushel  of  60  pounds).  In  addition,  a  premium  of  20 
francs  per  hectare  (about  $1.56  per  acre)  was  allowed  for  acreage 
planted  under  wheat  in  excess  of  that  cultivated  on  the  farm  during 
the  previous  season.  The  Government  also  provided  a  credit  of 
30,000,000  francs  ($5,790,000)  for  the  organization  of  agricultural 
labor.  A  system  of  departmental  committees  was  established  for 
taking  action  in  all  matters  relating  to  agriculture.    These  commit- 
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tees  were  appointed  for  the  duration  of  the  war;  the  prefect  of  the 
Department  acted  as  president  of  the  committee  and  the  membership 
consisted  of  one  farmer  from  each  district  (arrondissement),  selected 
by  the  prefect  from  two  names  submitted  to  him  by  the  Farmers' 
Association  of  the  Department.  The  duties  of  the  departmental  com- 
mittees included  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  activities  of  the 
communal  agricultural  committees  in  requiring  that  all  available 
land  should  be  under  cultivation.  The  departmental  committees 
were  authorized  to  request  the  attendance  of  professors  of  agriculture 
or  other  specialists  for  consultation  regarding  the  prevailing  agricul- 
tural conditions,  and  to  make  recommendations  to  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture  as  to  the  requisite  measures  to  be  taken  for  the  encour- 
agement of  production. 

Increased  Production  of  Cereals — Potato  Yield  Declines. 

As  a  result  of  the  measures  instituted  by  the  Government  for  the 
benefit  of  the  farmers,  and  of  more  extensive  tractor  plowing,  the 
production  of  cereals  in  1918  showed  a  marked  increase  over  1917. 
The  wheat  crop  almost  reached  the  average  of  the  previous  five 
years.  The  production  per  hectare  in  1918  was  13.2  quintals  (about 
19  bushels  per  acre),  as  against  8.7  quintals  per  hectare  in  1917 
(about  13  bushels  per  acre)  and  the  average  of  12.2  quintals  per 
hectare  (about  18  bushels  per  acre)  for  the  five  years  from  1912  to 
1916.  The  area  planted  in  wheat  in  1918  was  over  one  and  a  half 
million  acres  greater  than  in  1917.  Although  the  production  of 
barley,  oats,  and  corn  declined  somewhat,  there  was  an  increase  of 
over  2,000,000  metric  tons  in  the  total  production  of  cereals  in  1918 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  following  statement  of  the  results  of  the  cereal  crops  of  France 
in  1918.  compared  with  those  of  1917  and  with  the  five  years'  average 
from  1912  to  1916,  was  prepared  from  data  published  by  the  Interna- 
tional Institute  of  Agriculture  at  Rome: 


Cereals. 

Average, 
1912-1916. 

1917 

1918 

Wheat 

Metric  tons. 
6,976,785 
1,012,137 

896,718 
4,243,104 

515,047 

Metric  tons. 

3,662,557 
626, 135 
811,365 

3,109,994 
378, 582 

Metric  tons. 
6,362,555 

Rye 

759, 122 

Barley 

611,900 

Oats 

2,741,481 

Corn 

222,090 

Total 

13,643,791 

8,58S,633 

10,697,148 

The  statistics  for  1918  are  provisional,  while  those  for  1917  are 
definite.  The  table  includes  only  the  uninvacled  portions  of  France. 
The  production  of  wheat  in  the  whole  of  France  in  1912  was  nearly 
9,100,000  tons,  and  in  1907  the  record  yield  of  10,300,000  tons  was 
reached. 

The  potato  crop  was  only  6,216,996  metric  tons  in  1918,  against 
10,414,064  tons  in  1917,  the  decrease  being  chiefly  due  to  the  meteoro- 
logical conditions  and  lack  of  field  labor. 
Condition  of  Implement  Trade. 

Owing  principally  to  lack  of  transportation,  the  year  1918  was  the 
least  favorable  j^et  experienced  in  the  agricultural  machinery  trade. 
The  machines  brought  from  the  United  States  were  those  which  had 
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been  lying  at  the  Atlantic  seaports  for  many  months,  and  were  the 
unshipped  balance  of  orders  placed  in  1917.  Practically  no  machines 
ordered  for  the  season  of  1918  were  shipped,  with  the  possible  excep- 
tion of  a  few  tillage  implements.  A  fairly  large  quantity  of  binder 
twine  Avas  shipped,  but  too  late  to  be  of  use  in  the  1918  harvest; 
and  this  is  being  carried  over  for  the  coming  season.  The  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  purchased  a  certain  number  of  tractor-plowing  outfits 
and  several  hundred  grain  binders  for  its  own  account,  which  were 
distributed  among  the  farmers. 

Since  the  armistice  was  signed  the  French  manufacturers  have 
endeavored  to  reconstruct  their  factories  and  build  harvesting  ma- 
chinery, for  which  there  is  a  growing  demand.  However,  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  raw  material,  the  many  governmental  restrictions, 
and  the  high  labor  wages  will  act  as  serious  deterrents  to  new  enter- 
prises and  will  greatly  handicap  the  old  established  firms  in  the\r 
endeavors  to  increase  their  output. 

In  anticipation  of  the  great  shortage  of  farming  machinery  the 
French  Government  has  made  extensive  purchases  of  grain  binders 
and  mowing  machines  for  the  coming  harvest.  Since  the  liberation 
of  the  invaded  districts  the  Government  has  also  organized  centers 
for  collecting  and  repairing  the  farm  implements  which  have  suf- 
fered damage  from  the  war  or  from  exposure  in  the  fields.  A  large 
number  of  old  machines  have  already  been  put  in  working  order 
and  will  be  distributed  to  the  returning  peasants  and  farmers  in  the 
war  zone. 

Although  the  shipping  situation  is  far  from  normal  and  freight 
rates  are  still  excessively  high,  a  fair  quantity  of  agricultural  ma- 
chinery is  being  imported,  which,  together  with  the  Government  pur- 
chases and  increased  home  production,  will  aid  in  restocking  the 
country  with  the  necessary  implements. 

Changes  in  Metallurgical  Industries. 

The  cessation  of  hostilities,  followed  by  the  effort  to  hasten  the 
return  of  industry  to  its  normal  state,  has  brought  a  marked  change 
in  the  metallurgical  industry  of  France.  The  report  of  the  Min- 
istry of  Labor  concerning  its  investigation  into  the  progress  being- 
made  in  the  restoration  of  peace  conditions  in  this  industry  showed 
that  whereas  371,699  workers  in  the  952  plants  investigated  were  en- 
gaged in  making  war  material  before  the  armistice,  these  same  estab- 
lishments at  the  beginning  of  1919  were  employing  only  213,116  per- 
sons in  the  manufacture  of  articles  necessary  for  the  reconstruction 
of  the  devasted  areas  and  for  the  ordinary  demands  of  peace.  Of 
the  number  of  employees  discharged  67,276  were  male  and  61,007 
female,  leaving  194,618  male  and  48,768  female  workers  at  the  be- 
ginning of  1919.  The  greater  number  of  discharges  occurred  in  the 
plants  which  had  been  erected  especially  for  war  purposes;  but  there 
was  also  some  reduction  in  the  personnel  employed  by  establish- 
ments which  were  returning  to  the  manufacture  of  their  regular 
lines. 

Iron  foundries  which  formerly  produced  hand  grenades  and  pro- 
jectiles for  trench  mortars  are  now  turning  out  cast-iron  pipe,  iron 
castings  for  agricultural  machines,  kitchen  utensils,  and  iron  roofing 
gutters.  An  important  factory  which  during  the  war  did  the  ma- 
chine work  for  projectiles  is  now  engaged  in  locksmithing.     Other 
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plants  are  producing  iron  and  steel  shutters,  vises,  portable  forges, 
safes,  laundry  machines,  and  machines  for  the  paper  and  chocolate 
industries.  Establishments  which  formerly  made  fuses  for  pro- 
jectiles are  engaged  in  the  production  of  valves  for  pumps  and  the 
small  parts  of  perforating  and  numbering  machines.  Others,  which 
under  war  conditions  produced  wings  of  aeroplanes,  are  now  manu- 
facturing coverings  for  furniture.  One  aviation  plant  is  making 
thrashing  machines.  In  other  words,  the  French  industries  are 
gradually  adjusting  themselves  to  peace  conditions  and  preparing  to 
supply  the  present  domestic  wants  and  fill  the  orders  received  from 
foreign  sources. 

Iron  and  Steel  Output  for  Two  Years. 

Statistics  which  would  indicate  in  detail  the  results  of  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  metallurgical  industries  of  France  during  1918,  the 
last  year  of  the  war,  are  not  available;  but  from  official  sources  the 
following  statement  was  prepared  showing  the  weight  in  metric 
tons  of  the  total  output  of  pig  iron,  steel  ingots,  and  rolled  products 
in  1918  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year : 


Description. 

1917 

1918 

Metric  tons. 
1,681,023 
2,231,651 
1, 760, 160 

Metric  tons. 
1,261,670 

1,809,771 

1,400,468 

Total 

5,675,831 

4,471,909 

Coal  Production  by  Districts. 

According  to  statistics  furnished  by  the  Comite  Central  des 
Houilleres  de  France,  the  output  of  coal  from  the  mines  in  France 
during  1918  amounted  to  26,322,000  metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds 
each,  as  compared  with  28,924,891  metric  tons  in  1917,  21,477,759 
metric  tons  in  1916,  and  19,908,811  metric  tons  in  1915.  The  normal 
production  of  French  coal  is  about  40,000,000  metric  tons.  The  out- 
put of  coal  in  each  of  the  principal  basins  in  1917  and  1918  was  as 
follows : 


Basins. 

1917 

1918 

Metric  tors. 
11,450,463 

4,5S0,636 

3, 252, 493 
522,674 

2, 506, 233 
191,037 

2,784,605 
290, 195 
526,777 
201,669 
1S3.555 

2,374,554 

Metric  tons. 
7,934,430 

4,918,116 

3,288,148 
616, 0S0 

2,591,460 

West 

198, 485 

Gard 

2,952,782 

331,462 

519, 409 

214,894 

189, 798 

Other 

2,566,936 

Total 

28,924,891 

26,322,000 

Petroleum  and  Oil  Situation. 

The  cessation  of  hostilities  had  an  immediate  effect  upon  the  de- 
mand for  petroleum  products  of  all  kinds.  The  large  consumers 
during  the  past  few  years  have  been  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Aviation 
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Departments.  Upon  the  signature  of  the  armistice,  production  for 
all  these  branches  of  the  service  was  immediately  reduced.  The  proc- 
ess of  transforming  the  factories  so  as  to  produce  commercial  arti- 
cles has  been  slower  than  was  expected,  due  in  part  to  the  policy  of 
the  French  Government  of  restricting  importations,  and  in  part  to 
the  uncertainty  as  regards  labor  conditions  and  costs  of  produc- 
tion. This  decrease  in  the  consumption  of  petroleum  products  for 
war  purposes  has,  in  a  measure,  been  offset  by  the  increased  demand 
of  the  civil  population  for  gasoline  and  oil  for  automobiles.  Since 
the  signing  of  the  armistice  there  has  been  a  large  decline  in  the 
selling  prices  of  lubricating  oils  as  well  as  of  petroleum  and  gaso- 
line, due  principally  to  the  lower  freight  rates  on  these  articles. 
Petroleum  products  are  admitted  into  France  without  restrictions 
of  any  kind.  The  consortium  which  had  been  formed  by  the  oil 
importers  at  the  request  of  the  Government  was  dissolved  shortly 
after  the  armistice  was  signed,  so  that  commerce  in  petroleum 
products  is  now  free  and  approaching  the  pre-war  basis. 
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